
Dring yn Uchel – Dring yn Uwch                                                                    Climb High – Climb Higher 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Forum Minutes 

Thurs 25th March 2021 

 

1. Present 
Sue Price    

Marc Sinnett 

Tracy Finucane 

Dawn Hughes 

Zoe Llewellyn 

Angela Clewer 

Esther Williams 

Louise Reed 

Matthew Brind 

Dave King 

Oliver Williams 

Lyndsey Rogers 

Juliana Wines 

 

2. Apologies 
Jay Townsend 

Lydia Dando 

Helen King 

Ginetta Kent 

 

 

 

Ysgol Gynradd 

Llangan 
                                         Primary School 
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Chair/ Secretary 

As there were so many people missing it was decided that nominating a chair 

would be postponed to a later date.   

 

Terms of Reference 

All agreed the terms of reference.  

 

TEAMS APP 

All documents for these meetings are saved under files in the parent Forum 

Team on Microsoft Teams App. These are for all to access. 

 

New Curriculum /School Vision 

 

SP outlined the plans for the new curriculum and ran through what had already 

been completed in Llangan. (See Powerpoint). 

 

The Curriculum for Wales is due to be rolled out from September 2022, with 
primary schools being the first to switch to the new curriculum. 
The curriculum is being reformed in order to raise standards, reduce the 
attainment gap between students, and equip young people to lead ‘fulfilling 
personal, civic and professional lives’ in modern society. 

It aims to prepare children to thrive in a future where digital skills, adaptability 
and creativity are crucial, and that is rooted in Welsh values and culture. 

 

The new Curriculum for Wales will be followed by children from the ages of three 

to 16. There won’t be separate curriculums for primary and secondary schools; 

rather, it will be a continuum across all stages. 

The curriculum will be statutory for all maintained schools in Wales. Non-

maintained schools won’t have to follow the curriculum, but will have to provide a 

‘broad and balanced’ teaching programme that incorporates the six areas of 

learning set out in the new curriculum. 

 

The Curriculum for Wales will have two hierarchies: 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-maintained-schools
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 The national-level curriculum will be defined by the Welsh government. 

 The school-level curriculum will follow the national-level curriculum, but 
will be developed and planned by teachers in individual schools and in 
clusters. 

It won’t be biased towards either knowledge or skills, but will allow schools to 

provide a balance of knowledge, skills and experiences. 

 

The new Curriculum for Wales has been developed to fulfil four key purposes. It 

aims to produce children who are, or will become: 

 Ambitious, capable learners 
 Healthy, confident individuals 
 Enterprising, creative contributors 
 Ethical, informed citizens 
 

The Curriculum for Wales will have six areas of learning. 

1. Expressive arts incorporating art, dance, drama, film and digital media, 

and music. It will encourage creativity and critical thinking, and include 

performance. 

2. Humanities incorporating geography, history, RE, business studies and social 

studies. It will be based on human experiences and will also cover Welsh culture. 

3. Health and wellbeing: this covers the physical, psychological, emotional and 

social aspects of life, helping students make informed decisions about their health 

and wellbeing and learn how to manage social influences. It will include PE. 

4. Science and technology incorporating biology, chemistry, physics, computer 

science, and design and technology. 

5. Mathematics and numeracy: in the early years, this will involve learning 

through play. In later stages, it will include working both independently and 

collaboratively with others. 

6. Languages, literacy and communication: this will include Welsh and English, 

literature and international languages. Welsh language teaching will still be 

compulsory (as an additional language for children who don’t use Welsh as their 

first language. 

In addition, literacy, numeracy and digital skills will be embedded 

throughout all curriculum areas. 

Non-curriculum areas 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/encourage-a-love-of-drama-and-the-stage
https://www.theschoolrun.com/why-music-important-national-curriculum
https://www.theschoolrun.com/national-curriculum-geography-%E2%80%93-it-dying-subject
https://www.theschoolrun.com/best-ways-get-kids-excited-about-history
https://www.theschoolrun.com/how-religion-taught-schools
https://www.theschoolrun.com/importance-childrens-play
https://www.theschoolrun.com/importance-childrens-play
https://www.theschoolrun.com/welsh-teaching-in-primary-schools
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In Llangan we have started with our vision. The vision had come together from 

discussions with staff and children and the emblem designed based on the motto  

(Dring yn Uchel Dring yn Uwch – Climb high Climb higher).  

 

All the values on the rungs of the ladders were values from 4 core purposes in 

the new curriculum and values we believe in as a school.  

 

Our Vision is to develop confident, independent and resilient learners in a 

happy inclusive community, in which pupils and staff value and inspire 

each other.  

  

SP ran through the new Welsh Curriculum and how as a school we can design 

our own curriculum in preparation for September 2022.  It is important to include 

all stakeholders in Llangan and input from parents is important SP will design a 

Questionnaire for all parents to have input over the summer term.  

 

LR – felt the changes were positive, and as the children have had so much 

change they will not have too much upheaval. The practical engagement and 

real life learning would benefit the children.  

 

DK – felt it was positive but questioned the timing of this in light of the year we 

have had with the pandemic.  This would be an extra burden on staff in schools 

transitioning back into school after managing remote learning.  

 

SP – this has been raised by Headteachers and WAG have stated that the 

timeline will be adhered to.  

 

SP – felt it wouldn’t be such a change to the children, we already have started 

working on different pedagogies since it was announced in 2015 e.g. growth 

mindsets, assessment for learning, blended learning etc 

 

DH- explained that early years already follow this ethos. Any support from 

parents to localise our curriculum would be beneficial.  Local links etc 
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Blended Learning 

 

Discussed the difficult situation we faced in March 2020 being told the school 

was closing in 2 days and we had to move to the HUB  and organise Remote 

learning.   This was hard as the staff had no training and relied on work packs 

etc 

Feedback from lockdown 1 – the children weren’t motivated and found the 

remote learning difficult.  We sat down as a staff in June/July and trained staff up 

in a range of tools to improve learning at home.  

 

Google classroom, was the platform we used from Y2 up.  We used Mote as a 

feedback tool, Loom to video presentations for parents to use with the children 

and to encourage the children to be independent.  Flip grid where children could 

film their presentations.  

 

Jamboard was used as a collaborative tool in Y5/6.  

 

ZL – discussed how they used Seasaw from nursery to year 1.   It was easier to 

access for the younger children.  It was successful for using games, videos of 

the teachers were used to explain tasks.   Examples of work and feedback were 

shown.  

 

LR – Seasaw works better on a tablet.  The right type of device was important.   

 

MS –Google classroom was better on a lap top.  

 

Home learning evolved and staff are maintaining blended learning in class whilst 

children are back – just in case there is another lockdown.  Also to keep 

developing this in school. 

 

EW – taught them all new skills that are relevant to how things are going, the 

children learnt a lot.  
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The support from parents and emails we have received have given everyone a 

boost in school. Thankyou parents for your support.  

 

MB – felt the online learning in lockdown 2 was very impressive and worked well.   

 

LR agreed that in the first lockdown it was difficult keeping the children engaged, 

however second time around the children were much more motivated to work.  

 

EW - Encouraged independence with the learning, this was an added skill as the 

children could plan and organise their day.  

 

SP – the online learning was monitored as I had access to all classes, saw 

excellent standard with some of the writing and how the feedback enabled the 

children to progress. 

 

EW – question when children are off school so much with the new rules on 

symptoms until a test comes back.  Can we put some plans into place to have 

something on line?   

SP to discuss with staff.  It was noted that this could be difficult with the teacher 

in full time in the class, to have the time to organise this too.  We will discuss as 

a staff.  

 

 

Well being 

This was important to us during lockdown, we introduced live catch ups to have 

eyes on the children, trying to make it fun to help with their well-being.  

Continued with wellbeing focus in school for last two weeks – this will continue 

after Easter.  We have planned lessons, resources that can help.  Two support 

staff trained up in ELSA for children.  All staff have been trained in Trauma 

Informed practices, training included ideas to use with children that are 

struggling with friendships, anxiety, anger.  Huge emphasis on the childrens’ 

well-being.  
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As children have returned we can see that resilience and perseverance are skills 

we need to work on, and we will be placing more emphasis on Growth Mindsets 

after Easter.  

 

TF – discussed well- being of staff.  The vale have offered a lot of activities, 

mindfulness, yoga sessions, and support numbers for staff to ring.  We have a 

well-being mug with treats going around the staff,   and have introduced 

mindfulness with the children.  As staff over lock down it was very important to 

us to see the children.  

 

 

 

 

As a way forward SP wants ideas of what parents would like to see happening 

in the forum 

e.g assessment, reports.  

A list of ideas for future meetings would be advantageous.  

 

Also welcomed Juliana Wines new parent in nursery  

 

AOB 

Car Park drop offs – parents felt this was working well. 

 

 

 

 

 


